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Title 3—The PresidentProc. 6945

Proclamation 6945 of October 21, 1996

National Consumers Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year’s theme for National Consumers Week is ‘‘service signals suc-
cess.’’ Service is an indispensable element of success over the long term
in both business and government: service that is responsive, convenient,
and courteous, service that meets the expectations of consumers and tax-
payers. Clever promotions and deceptive pricing may generate short-term
profits in business. Promises alone may gain brief support for Government
agencies and programs. But American consumers and taxpayers aren’t eas-
ily deceived. They expect quality service, and those who cannot or do not
provide it will ultimately fail.

That is why I added the right to service to the Consumer Bill of Rights.
It is why we have made the reinvention of government—requiring more re-
sponsiveness and efficiency—a keystone of my Administration. It is why
I issued an Executive Order that directed all executive departments and
agencies of the Federal Government to embark upon a revolution to change
the way they do business and establish and implement customer service
standards that match or exceed the best in the private sector. And it is why
our policies continue to emphasize the paramount importance of service
excellence to the success of our Nation, our economy, and our efforts to
compete in the global marketplace.

The goal of service excellence is not easy to attain. Consumers must de-
mand it, and everyone in an organization, be it a business or a government
agency, must be committed to it, both in everyday interactions and in
longer-term goals. Their ultimate success depends on it.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 20
through October 26, 1996, as National Consumers Week. I call upon gov-
ernment officials, industry leaders, and the people of the United States to
recognize the vital relationship between our economy and our citizenry and
to support the right of all Americans to excellence in products and serv-
ices.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamations Proc. 6946

Proclamation 6946 of October 24, 1996

United Nations Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Each year we dedicate a day to celebrate the United Nations because it rep-
resents America’s commitment to an institution dedicated to the promotion
of peace and freedom.

The United Nations was born at the end of World War II, as the inter-
national community sent representatives to San Francisco to sign the offi-
cial charter. The world’s sovereign countries came in search of peace, free-
dom, tolerance, and cooperation after a period when many worried that the
world had lost these ideals forever. These ideals became—and still re-
main—the bedrock principles of the United Nations Charter. And although
the United Nations has not yet realized all its founders’ aspirations, these
ideals now touch more people in more nations than ever before.

International cooperation—as exemplified by the work of the United Na-
tions—offers the opportunity for nations to work together in addressing
worldwide problems like ethnic, tribal, or interreligious disputes; famine,
drought, or epidemics; natural disasters, war, or refugee crises. On United
Nations Day, we recognize this unique institution’s role in helping individ-
ual nations come together as a community to make life better for all people.

To be sure, as we celebrate its 51st anniversary, the U.N.’s challenges are
very different from those the world faced at the close of World War II. But
the challenges are real and substantial. There are, for example, still too
many places in the world where failed ideologies increase the suffering of
people rather than making their lives easier; where human rights and
human dignity are not officially recognized; where nuclear weapons remain
a threat to the world’s security; where honest and impartial observers are
needed to ensure free democratic elections; and where international exper-
tise is needed to replace ecological damage with sustainable development.

Americans are justifiably proud of the role our country played in creating
the United Nations as part of a network of global institutions intended to
reduce the chances of war and economic depression. We continue to recog-
nize that, in a world of increasing interdependence, the United States’ en-
gagement and leadership in the United Nations is as important now as it
has ever been. We will also persist in our efforts to achieve the reforms
necessary to ensure that the organization is prepared to meet the demands
of a new era and that we as a Nation honor our commitments to our fellow
members.

On this special day, as we honor and celebrate the work of the United Na-
tions, let us renew our commitment and determination to work with our
fellow members to maintain international peace and security, to strive for
a higher quality of life, and to champion human rights for all peoples.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 1996,
as United Nations Day. I encourage all Americans to acquaint themselves
with the activities and accomplishments of the United Nations and to ob-

VerDate 06-FEB-97 08:31 Mar 06, 1997 Jkt 174002 PO 00000 Frm 00105 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 E:\CFR\174002.003 174002


		Superintendent of Documents
	2011-06-29T17:37:08-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




